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The Faulkes 
Telescope North 

2-Meter telescope 
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☻ = 0.4m + 1.0m 

☻ = 0.4m + 2.0m 

☻ = 0.4m + 1.0m + 2.0m 

☻ ☻ 

☻ ☻ ☻ 

☻ 
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Steps 

  Plan Observations 
  Reserve Telescope 
  Plan Observations 
  Log In Before Session Begins 
  When prompted take control of the telescope 
  Select “Enter Ra Dec” or “Search For Target” 
  Enter the Ra and Dec or find the target 

Steps 

  Enter the target name 
  “Continue” 
  Check that the target is in the field of view 
  “Move Now” 
  Select the filters 
  Enter the integration time 
  “Make Observation” 
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Reserving The Telescope 

  If you are using a 
Hawai'i account and 
wish to use Faulkes 
South you must make 
special reservations 
(6-8 weeks). 

  To Use Faulkes North 
you can watch for 
time or make special 
reservations (6-8 
weeks). 

Log In Before Session Begins 
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 When prompted take control of the 
telescope 

Enter the Ra and Dec 
Enter the target name 
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“Continue” 
Then “Move Now” 

Select the filters 
Enter the integration time 

“Make Observation” 
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Controlling The Telescope Is Easy 

  Don't be intimidated 
  Feel free to schedule me to be available the 

first few times. 
  Practice with the simulator (there are some 

minor differences.) 

Planning Your Observations 

  Select Target(s) 
  Find the coordinates (Wikipedia is recommended.  

Do not use Stellarium). 
•  For Asteroids Minor Planet center  

–  (FTN is F65 FTS is E10) 
•  NASA Horizons Web Interface 

  Verify that your targets will be 30º above the horizon 
when you plan to observe them 

-  Spread sheet calculator 
-  Stellarium Check your location! 
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Planning Your Observations 

  Choose order of targets to reduce slew time, if 
that is practical. 

  Calculate Timing 
  120 seconds to slew 
  Exposure time 
  63 seconds to read image 

  Plan what to do when the plan goes wrong 

For each image 
 – colour 

A Simple Project 
Minor Planet Followup 

Mark Buie has created a nifty list of targets 
Go To Mark Buie's Page: 
http://www.boulder.swri.edu/~buie/kbo/kbofollowup.html 
Find a target that is visible and not fainter than magnitude 

22 
Get the coordinates of the target from the Minor Planet 

Center   
•  you need to convert the names. 
•  2009 MG10 appears as 09MG10 on Mark's 

page. Add the “20” and a space between the 
year and designation. 

Observe the target over the span of an hour 
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A Simple Project 
Minor Planet Followup 

Observe the target over the span of an hour. 
Use Astrometrica to measure the position of the object. 
Report your measurements to the Minor Planet Center. 

Yes, I'm leaving out a lot of little 
details, but this is real science. 


